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Multistakeholderism



Internet governance

is the development and application by 
Governments, the private sector and civil 
society, in their respective roles, 

of shared principles, norms, rules, decision-
making procedures, and programmes that 
shape the evolution and use of the Internet.

• "Report of the Working Group on Internet Governance (WGIG)", (June 2005), p.4.

• This definition adopted (as a “working definition”) in WSIS Tunis Agenda for the Information 
Society (18.11.2005), para. 34  http://www.itu.int/wsis/docs2/tunis/off/6rev1.html. 

http://www.wgig.org/docs/WGIGREPORT.pdf
http://www.itu.int/wsis/docs2/tunis/off/6rev1.html
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Who runs the Internet?

• https://www.icann.org/resources/files/govern
ance-2013-02-06-en

https://www.icann.org/resources/files/governance-2013-02-06-en




Governance or regulation?

As an analytical perspective, 
• governance focuses on processes; it deals with 

the fact that all institutional structures designed 
to enable coordination are themselves likely to 
cause new coordination problems. 

• Regulation, by contrast, involves the intentional 
design of programs, rules or norms aiming to 
influence the behaviour of others. 

Jeanette Hofmann, Christian Katzenbach and Kirsten Gollatz, ‘Between Coordination and Regulation: Conceptualizing Governance in 
Internet Governance’ HIIG Discussion Paper Series, Discussion Paper No. 2014-04: GigaNet: Global Internet Governance Academic 
Network, Annual Symposium 2014, <https://ssrncom/abstract=2484463>, 22. 




